MARIST COLLEGE ASHGROVE
BOARDING HANDBOOK

We are a faith community, based on the life of Jesus Christ
and the beliefs and practices of the Catholic Church. As was
Champagnat’s, our vocation is to make Jesus known and loved,
and we draw on the inspiration of St Marcellin and the Marist
characteristics of family spirit, presence, simplicity, love of work
and being in the way of Mary.
Our students are encouraged to demonstrate good scholarship,
a love of learning, independence in thought and action, and the
readiness to take responsibility for their own formation.
Members of the College family act courageously and stand in
solidarity, committed to the creation of a more just world.
Marist College Ashgrove Mission Statement
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WELCOME FROM THE
HEAD OF BOARDING
We welcome your family to the Marist College Ashgrove
boarding community. We hope that your son will form lifelong
friendships and forever value their years spent here at Marist
College Ashgrove. For our part, we will do all we can to ensure
his happiness and welfare. If you have any concerns or queries,
please do not hesitate to contact us at the College. Similarly,
if your son has a concern, we encourage him to let us know
straight away so that we can assist him.
Marist College Ashgrove caters for up to 220 boarders from
Years 6 to 12. Our boarders are from rural and remote areas
of Australia, the Pacific region and beyond. A dedicated staff
including teachers, nurses, counsellors and supervisors ensure
that those entrusted to us are all known and well cared for.
Creating a ‘home away from home’ has been an important
feature of a Marist education since its inception by St Marcellin
Champagnat in 1817. Marcellin’s charism continues to shine
today in our modern and vibrant boarding community which is
often described as the ‘heart and soul’ of the College.
Learning to live in a community is a vital skill for life. Research
and experience teaches us that boarders develop close
friendships and values, such as resilience, tolerance and
independence, often much earlier than others who are not given
the same educational opportunities.
Living at the College offers many advantages – time that would
otherwise be allocated to travel can be better utilised, enabling
boarders to be fully engaged in their school work, sporting
endeavours and other co-curricular activities. We have a very
broad range of clubs and activities on offer which allow every
boy to find something they love to do and experience a sense
of achievement. Our boarders also have access to academic
support from a selection of qualified tutors who are available
throughout the day and in the evenings. The tutors assist our
boarders with their homework, providing direction and enabling
the boys to make the most of their study time outside of the
classroom.

Located on over 26 hectares of land with a swimming pool,
gym facilities, tennis courts and sporting fields the College is
conveniently located 7km from Brisbane City.
A note to all boarders: An incredible and exciting adventure
awaits your significant contribution – get involved, enjoy all that
is on offer, make the most of this fantastic opportunity and find
those things that you are genuinely passionate about. Do these
things, and I guarantee that you will thoroughly enjoy a lifetime
of learning and mateship at Marist College Ashgrove.

Marist College Ashgrove offers boarding facilities with large,
purpose-built boarding residences staffed by qualified staff.
We are committed to providing the very best in residential
accommodation and have, in recent years, made a significant
investment to ensure that our boarding environment is the very
best available.

Mr Jim Noble
Head of Boarding
Marist College Ashgrove
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CONTACTS
La Valla Residence
Mr Tim and Mrs Camilla Sedgwick
Email: sedgwickt@marash.qld.edu.au or
sedgwickc@marash.qld.edu.au
Mobile: Tim - 0430 924 805 or Camilla - 0438 080 928
Residence Phone: 07 3011 1392

Head of Boarding
Mr Jim Noble
Email: noblej@marash.qld.edu.au
Phone: 07 3858 4641
Mobile: 0439 077 022
Br Terence Residence
Mr Anthony Mathison
Email: mathisona@marash.qld.edu.au
Mobile: 0419 762 186
Residence Phone: 07 3858 4651 / 07 3858 4652

After Hours Boarding Reception
Email: boardingreception@marash.qld.edu.au
Phone: 07 3858 4619
Fax: 07 3858 4650
Health Centre
Phone: 07 3858 4618
Email: healthcentre@marash.qld.edu.au

Fourviere Residence
Mr Ben Maddox
Email: maddoxb@marash.qld.edu.au
Mobile: 0409 425 584

College Reception
Phone: 07 3858 4555

Hermitage Residence
Assistant Head of Boarding
Mr Ty Casey
Email: caseyt@marash.qld.edu.au
Mobile: 0400 785 433
Residence Phone: 07 3011 1394

College Counsellors
& Psychologists
Mr Jorge Ruiz
Phone: 07 3858 4609
Email: ruizj@marash.qld.edu.au

Montagne Residence
Mr Joshua Mulligan
Email: mulliganj@marash.qld.edu.au
Mobile: 0407 161 984
Residence Phone: 07 3011 1393

College Chaplain
Fr Alatini Kolofo’ou SM
Email: kolofooua@marash.qld.edu.au
Phone: 07 3011 1219

2022
TERM 1

TERM 2

Sunday 23 January

Boarders Arrive
(Years 7, 12 & New)

Tuesday 19 April

Boarders Return

Monday 24 January

Years 5, 7 & New Student
Orientation

Wednesday 20 April

Start Term 2

Monday 24 January

Boarders Arrive (Years 8 to 11)

Monday 25 April

Anzac Day Public Holiday

Tuesday 25 January

Start Term 1

Monday 2 May

Labour Day Public Holiday

Wednesday 26 January

Australia Day Public Holiday

Tuesday 21 June

End of Term 2

Monday 28 February

Student Free Day

Friday 1 April

End of Term 1

TERM 3

TERM 4

Monday 11 July

Boarders Return

Tuesday 4 October

Boarders Return

Tuesday 12 July

Start Term 3

Wednesday 5 October

Start Term 4

Wednesday 10 – 12 August

Exhibition Break Holiday

Friday 18 November

Year 12 students finish

Friday 2 September

Student Free Day

Friday 25 November

Term 4 concludes

Thursday 15 September

End of Term 3
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BOARDING
Expectations
Boarders are allocated to a boarding
residence based on their year level.
Boarders live in a community and, as such,
must conduct themselves in a manner that
shows respect for, and upholds the dignity
of others in that community. Accordingly,
common sense, courtesy, concern and
consideration for others is essential.
Boarders must respect their own, others’
and College property. It is expected that
all boarders will be polite, respectful and
courteous to their fellow boarders and
adults within and outside the College
community. All boarders should care for
others’ welfare, speak at all times in a
courteous manner, and avoid any coarse
speech or behaviour. Bad language is
not acceptable. Smoking, drinking or the
consumption, possession or use of any
illicit drug (including alcohol) while on or
off campus, is strictly forbidden and may
result in suspension or expulsion.
Boarders should also have respect
for their environment by ensuring that
it is kept clean and tidy. Any damage
to property should be reported to the
boarding staff member on duty as soon as
practicable. If a boarder damages College
property, the cost of repair or replacement
may be charged to parents.
Important:
•
No phones or electronic
devices allowed in bathrooms or
changerooms.
•

Inappropriate physical contact
with other students or staff will
not be tolerated.

Facilities
Boarders are allocated to a boarding
residence based on their year level.
All students have their own individual
study/ bed space that contains a lockable
cupboard for each student. Strategically
placed CCTV cameras provide external
security.
Outside agencies occasionally use the
College’s facilities during holiday periods.
Students are expected to secure personal
items in their lockers during term breaks
and to clear their rooms entirely over the
summer vacation period, as sporting and
cultural groups may use the facilities.
All boarding residences have large screen
TVs and other audio-visual equipment,
pool and table tennis tables and many
areas for recreation. Clothes washing and
drying facilities are provided for Year 12
boys, but the College laundry staff does all
laundry for boarders.
A kitchenette is provided in each
residence for the preparation of supper
and snacks. Each residence is set in its
own attractive natural environment and
boys are expected to assist with some
jobs around their residence to aid in the
maintenance of this setting.

Pastoral Care and
Supervision Staff
Boarding Coordinators and House Parents
are assisted by a variety of staff who
deal with such matters as pastoral care,
health, academic issues, social outings
and supervision. All residential staff are
trained in basic first aid (Level 2 Senior
First Aid Certificate).
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Attached to each residence are Tutors
who meet with the students Monday to
Thursday each week and guide them in
academic matters.
Boarding Coordinators are your first
point of call relating to any boarding
matter, academic or pastoral, and are
available via email or mobile phone. In
each boarding residence, Coordinators
are assisted by a Senior Supervisor and at
least another 4 staff members. Between
them, these staff are responsible for
monitoring the whereabouts of each
boarder, 24 hours per day.

Boarding Residences
and Staff Supervision
Residential staff are rostered for duty
in the boarding houses on a schedule
prepared by each Coordinator.
Their duties include waking the boys,
getting them off to breakfast and ensuring
they are ready for school. Each evening
they supervise homework and recreation
time. Staff are also rostered on at
weekends to supervise the boarding
house.

Head of Boarding
Jim Noble is the Head of Boarding and
looks forward to catching up with parents
throughout the year. Jim oversees all
aspects of the boarding school, including
students’ pastoral, academic, social,
spiritual and emotional needs.

MEDICAL SERVICES
Health Centre
The College Health Centre is a fully
equipped facility that caters for the needs
of the boarding, and day students alike. Our
ten-bed ward is open at all times during the
school term and is staffed by Registered
Nurses. The hours of operation are:
Monday to Friday: 7.15 am - 9.00 pm
Saturday: 7.30 am - 11.30 am and
5:00 pm - 8.30 pm
Sunday: 7.30 am - 10.30 am and
5.00 pm - 9.30 pm
A nurse will be on call for all other hours
outside of these times.
A local doctor visits the Health Centre
in the morning, several times a week.
Telehealth appointments are also
available as necessary. Appointments can
be made for the boys in consultation with
the Nurses. Any prescriptions ordered by
the doctor will be delivered by our local
pharmacist daily.
Correct Medicare details including
correct name, number, expiry date and
reference number need to be provided
on the Medical section of the online
Incoming Student Form, and updated
regularly. The same applies for overseas
students who will have overseas student’s
health cover (OSHC).

Communication and Procedures
It is important that parents and guardians
of the boys, work closely with the Health
Centre to ensure that full healthcare can
be provided. This may include any special
dietary needs, mental health issues,
musculoskeletal injuries and the like,
which should be brought to the attention
of the registered nurse as and when these
issues occur.
The health centre staff and boarding
coordinators strive to maintain
transparent communication with parents
and guardians as much as possible. This
should occur when your son:
•

Sees the College doctor and is
ordered scripts, x-rays or pathology,
or even just medical advice

•

Is in the health centre overnight due
to illness

•

Has been involved in an accident

•

Has a medical emergency

Medical Appointments Off Campus

ACADEMIC MATTERS

The health centre aims to provide access
to all forms of medical care whilst your
son is resident in boarding. This may
include trips to the dentist, orthodontist,
off-site pathology, specialist appointment,
and of course, unplanned emergency
visits to the hospital. Appointments made
on the students’ behalf by parents, need
to be communicated to the health centre
and Boarding Coordinator.

Nightly Routine

Transport to these appointments will be
arranged by the Health Centre Nurses.
This will mostly be organised by the
booking of taxis which will be directly
billed to the parents college sundry
account. All boys will be accompanied
to these appointments by a year 11 or
12 boarder. In some cases, a boarding
supervisor may be required as an escort.

Study occurs from approximately 6:30 pm
until 8:00 pm each weeknight. Depending
on your son’s year level, further study
sessions will occur. Year 12 boys complete
up to 3 hours of study each week day
evening. For this to be effective, it requires
all students to co-operate and contribute to
the proper order of the residence.

Physiotherapy Services
A physiotherapist visits the college
health centre weekly. Appointments are
coordinated by the the Health Centre
Nurses and parents are billed directly for
these services by the provider.

Immunisations
Please check that your son’s immunisation
status is up to date before arrival
into boarding. Currently, there is free
vaccination for all Year 7 and Year 10
students, provided by an outside source.
Year 7 vaccinations include Human
Papilloma Virus (HPV 2 doses, 6 months
apart), and Boostrix (dTpa1 dose
consisting of Diphtheria, Tetanus and
Whooping Cough).
Year 10 vaccination includes
Meningococcal ACWY.
Consent for these outsourced
immunisations will need to be signed off
via separately issued documentation,
which you will receive from the day
school.

Consent to Anaesthetics,
Operations and other Treatment
Our online Incoming Student Form,
includes consent for any emergency
medical treatment. This is a prerequisite
for enrolment in boarding, and allows
the Boarding coordinator or Registered
Nurse to act on your behalf in case of
emergency. The Health Centre team will
ask you to sign off on this upon arrival to
boarding.
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Please see the Nightly Routine table on
page 18

IT Use Framework
Please see the IT use Framework table on
page 19

Study (Homework)

Academic endeavours are the most
important and constant series of tasks
boys will complete whilst at Marist College
Ashgrove. The establishment of good study
habits and skills will not magically occur;
it requires personal effort and a positive
attitude.
Supervised Study operates for all students.
Paid academic tutors and senior Boarding
staff assist the boys during the evenings.

External Tutoring
While study is supervised by staff,
parents sometimes employ outside tutors
in subjects where their son may be
experiencing difficulty.
It is preferable that these private
arrangements occur outside formal
study and they must be approved by the
College from a Duty of Care aspect and
to ensure Child Protection compliance
responsibilities are met. As a result, the
following process has been implemented
across the College:
Parents make contact with Head of
College and Head of Boarding requesting
that private tutoring take place on
campus, giving name, and year of the
student and name of the intended tutor.
1.

Human Resources will then forward
the Private Tutoring Guidelines to
the parent concerned and the Policy
Declaration which needs to be
signed by both the parent and tutor.

2.

The tutor is required to hold a Blue
Card or obtain one. They are unable
to start tutoring on Campus until they
have one.

Dress at Meals

LAUNDRY

Boarders must be neatly dressed for
all meals. Uniforms may not be mixed
and matched. Neat casual clothes are
acceptable, no singlets or pyjamas are
to be worn, and shoes are required
to be worn at all times. The clothing
requirements vary according to the day of
the week as follows:

Washing is undertaken by the College
laundry (Monday to Friday). All items of
clothing must be marked with the boy’s first
initial, surname and his laundry number
- sewn to the inside centre back of each
garment (not on the sole of socks please).

MEALS

MONDAY - FRIDAY

Dining Hall Meal Times

•

Full uniform, or

Boys are expected to attend all meals and
to eat a balanced and healthy diet. The
Dining Hall operates in a cafeteria style
where boys collect their cutlery from the
side of the Dining Hall and then queue at
the servery for their meal. Boys then sit at
a table with friends. It is the responsibility
of each boy to clean any items off the table
and return his plate and and cutlery to the
collection stations after their meal.

•

Sports uniform

Laundry labels are available from the
college uniform shop. Once delivered to
the College, the laundry staff are available
to assist sewing these on to your son’s
uniforms. Please hand deliver a bag of
uniforms to either the laundry or Boarding
Reception to arrange this. The labels are
then kept in the laundry, ready for future
use. Please ensure that a few days are
allowed to allow laundry staff to assist
with this.

We try to cater for all different tastes but at
the same time making sure the food that is
produced is healthy and caters for growing
adolescent boys. The meal menus are
available to view on the college website.

Supper and Snacks

3.

4.

The tutor must then present their
blue card to Boarding Reception so
that we can keep a copy on file for
our records and database.
The tutor must at all times carry
their Blue Card whilst on campus as
well as sign in and out of Boarding
Reception for each visit.

Special dietary requirements can be
catered for – please advise details
regarding your son’s dietary needs to
both the Health Centre and the Head of
Boarding.

Breakfast / Lunch:

Dinner
•

Full uniform, or

•

Neat casual clothes

SATURDAY - SUNDAY
Breakfast / Lunch / Dinner:
•

Full uniform, or

•

Neat casual clothes

Supper is provided immediately following
study and before students prepare for
bed. The supper generally consists of
biscuits, toast, toasted sandwiches, fruit
and Milo. Supper is consumed in the
Dining Room. The kitchen area attached
to each residence is stocked with cutlery
and drinking cups. Fruit is available in the
residence and the Dining Hall.

Breakfast
Monday - Friday: 6:15am - 8:00am
Saturday & Sunday: 6:15am - 8:30am
Lunch
Monday - Friday:
Ist Break - 11.20am - 12.10pm
2nd Break - 1.50pm - 2.20pm
Saturday & Sunday: 12:00pm - 13:00pm
Afternoon Tea
Monday - Friday: 3:10pm - 3:20pm
Dinner
Monday - Friday:
5:15pm - 6:00pm (Term 1 & 4)
5:30pm - 6:15pm (Term 2 & 3)
Saturday & Sunday: 6:00pm - 6:30pm
Supper
Monday - Sunday:
8:00 pm

8

Laundry Labels

Bed sheets are provided by the College.
Boarders are required to provide their
doona, doona cover, pillow and towels.
Students are to strip their bed sheets,
including pillowcases and doona cover,
from their bed every Friday morning
and put them in piles at the front of the
residence before they go to breakfast.
A member of the residence then collects
the clean sheets from the laundry after
school and they are to make their bed
before doing anything else.
Dirty laundry is to be placed out daily into
the categorised laundry bags in front of

the residence bathrooms. A mesh laundry
bag is provided to each boy by the College
for the washing of socks and underwear.
This will also be marked with their unique
laundry number.
Before putting clothes in the laundry,
school shirts must be buttoned up, and
winter uniform shirts must have their
sleeves rolled down as well. If this is
done, the laundry staff will iron your
school shirts.
It is important to ensure all items of
clothing sent to the laundry has your
son’s name and laundry number on it. Lost
property can become an issue if students
are not diligent with marking clothing.
Laundry bags are taken to the laundry
each evening after study, except Friday
and Saturday. Clean laundry can be
collected each afternoon after school.

Rules and Responsibilities

•

Request for leave is required before
8.00pm on the Thursday before the
weekend on which leave is to be
granted, so that weekend catering
arrangements can be completed.

•

The College and Coordinator can
remove the right to go on leave as a
sanction.

•

Parents or boys can initiate leave
requests through the REACH system,
and an email is automatically sent
to parents, hosts and your sons
Boarding Coordinator for approval.

Parents must have the confidence that the
College is exercising leave arrangements
as carefully and responsibly as possible.

•

Leave is not approved until there is
communication between the parent/
guardian, host and the Coordinator.

THE FOLLOWING LEAVE REGULATIONS
APPLY TO ALL BOARDERS:

•

No boy may take overnight leave
without the knowledge and
agreement of his parents and
Coordinator.

During school terms, it is important for
boarders to be able to take leave, and
for parents, relatives and friends to have
access to them.
The College wishes to maintain flexibility
with leave arrangements. However, boys
should not regard leave as an automatic
right. On rare occasions, the College
reserves the right to nominate in advance
that a specific weekend will be “closed”
and no leave will be granted.

•

Special leave requests must be
directed to the Head of Boarding.

•

Please note that the College will
generally refuse all leave requests
that impact on the College’s
academic program.

Leave Times
•

Friday: any time after 3:10pm

Generally leave is administered by
your sons Boarding Coordinator. It is
required that parents provide a list
of authorised ‘hosts’ with whom the
student is allowed to visit whilst on
leave through the REACH system.
These forms will be provided along
with your Reach passwords and
access instructions.

•

Saturday: from after breakfast and
when residence and day school
obligations have been fulfilled.
On AIC Home games and the AIC
Athletics, leave does not commence
until after the final game or event.

•

Sunday: from after breakfast and
when residence and day school
obligations have been fulfilled.

BOARDERS’ LEAVE
REACH – Leave Management
System
The College runs a program called
REACH, this is a boarding school leave
management system (https://mcash.
reachboarding.com.au/). Parents
will receive an email detailing all the
necessary information regarding
operation of this system once their boys
arrive in boarding.

•
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DEPARTURE TIMES

RETURN TIMES

Weekly Boarders

5pm return unless otherwise negotiated.

The arrangements for weekly boarders
are designed to provide flexibility for the
boy and his parents, but also to give the
weekly boarder a sense of belonging
to his boarding residence. The College
wants weekly boarders to play a full part
in the life of their residence, while being
able to participate in family life as well.

Weekend/Overnight Leave: Three (3)
weekend/overnight leaves are allowed
each term. Students can be collected after
school on Friday afternoon and must be
returned by Sunday afternoon at 5.00pm to
participate in College Mass and dinner.
Boarders Free Weekends: Generally one
(1) weekend is nominated each term as a
Boarders Free Weekend to encourage the
boys to get away from campus with family
or friends and have a break. Boarders
can leave on Friday afternoon and return
on Sunday evening. These dates are
predetermined by the College.
Sunday Leave: This leave is granted at the
discretion of the parents/ guardians and
the College.
Lunch and Dinner Leave may be taken
in the grounds or at a local restaurant at
weekends on request.
Dinner leave during the week will only be
granted to country or overseas boarders to
be with parents. Parents must return their
son to the residence before study time.
End of Term Early Departure – Early leave
at the end of a term will only be granted
under extraordinary circumstances and
then only by the Head of Boarding.
Returning Late at the Start of Term: Parents
or guardians must inform the Coordinator
as soon as possible if there is a delay in a
boy returning to school at the start of term.
Boarders are expected to be in residence
by 8.00pm of the evening preceding the first
day of lessons for the term.

It is hoped too that weekly boarders will
establish firm friendships with boys from
the country or overseas. With these points
in mind, the arrangements for weekly
boarders are as follows:
Leave is to be taken from Friday afternoon,
or Saturday after sports. Return to School
is to be by 5.00pm on Sunday.
Saturday sporting commitments must
be met, and boys must attend Home AIC
Rugby/Football games.

Visitors would be expected to respect
normal routines and times, such as school
hours, study hours, meal times and lights
out.

Boarders’ Travel Arrangements
End of term transport to Brisbane Airport
and Roma Street Transit Centre is
provided free to charge to boarders by the
College on the final days of term. However
these travel requirements need to be sent
to your son’s Boarding Coordinator and
Boarding Reception well in advance to
allow for this planning. Travel bookings,
if arranged by parents/ guardians, need
to be made early in the term, especially
for the end of year travel. Overseas travel
needs to be booked well in advance
and copies sent through to Boarding
Reception to aid in transport plans.

Weekly or full time boarding, all clothing
must be marked, and weekly boarders will
need the same amount of clothing.

Early leave before holidays is granted
only in exceptional circumstances.
Applications must be made to the Head of
Boarding. If early leave is in excess of 3
days, parents/guardians need to email the
Head of Boarding and your son’s Pastoral
Leader for approval and have a form
completed by their teachers and various
College leadership staff.

Visitors

End of Term

Parents, relatives and the friends of
students are welcome to visit the College,
preferably out of school hours, to share
some time, to picnic in the College
grounds or to explore the campus. Visitors
must report to the Boarding Reception
office where they will then notify the
residence.

Boarders are expected to leave their
areas clean and tidy. On most holidays
they will also be requested to lock up all
items in their cupboards as our facilities
can be used for external purposes.

Weekly boarders are encouraged to take
overseas and country boys out on normal
weekend leave, with the permission of the
parents of those boys and the Coordinator.
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Boarders should also collect all toiletries
from the washroom and all clothing from
the laundry.

Boarders must sign out of Reach and
with the Boarding Supervisor on duty
before departing. The College does allow
for suitcases to be stored neatly in the
office over the holiday break but assumes
no responsibility for the security of the
belongings.
Invariably there will be some students who
will have to stay in residence for the first
night of the holidays. The Head of Boarding
will determine if residences will collapse
into one central location, depending on the
numbers of boys staying in.

Walking to Ashgrove
Year 6 to 9
Ashgrove trips are sometimes organised
on weekends. The supervisor on duty
will walk up with a group of boarders to
visit the shops. These trips are a privilege
and enable boys the opportunity to buy
desired supplies. Boys are not permitted
to leave the property unless accompanied
by the supervisor on duty and approved by
their Coordinator.
Boys are strongly discouraged from
stocking up on large quantities of junk
food. If large amounts are found in the
residence, staff may confiscate and ration
these goods back to the student. The
selling of these goods is not encouraged
in the residence.
Year 10
On Friday afternoons, Year 10 boarders
may seek permission to walk to Ashgrove
in small groups unaccompanied.
Year 11 to 12
Year 11 and 12 boarders may seek
permission to walk to Ashgrove in small
groups up to 3 times per week.
Year 11 and 12 boarders are also allowed
city leave on a Sunday. Boys can visit the
city in small groups; they can leave the
College at 10:30 am and are to return by
5:00 pm.
When walking to Ashgrove, it is expected
that students:
•

Keep together

•

Follow the exact route given

•

Walk on the footpaths, not on the
road

•

Obey road rules

•

Cross roads with great care

•

Refrain from making excessive noise

•

Behave appropriately

Any poor behaviour either in the boarding
school or whilst on leave may see this
option withdrawn from a boarder for some
time.
Members of the public deserve our
unconditional respect. The College
expects only the highest standards of
courtesy and citizenship.

COMMUNICATION
Mail
If a boarder wishes to send mail, they are
to see their Coordinator or the Boarding
Reception office.
Incoming mail/parcels can be collected
from the Boarding Reception Office and
are to be opened in the presence of a staff
member and signed for.
Letters to staff or students should be
addressed:
(Staff/Boarder’s Name)
Boarding
Marist College Ashgrove
PO Box 82
Ashgrove QLD 4060

Contacting Staff
Due to the busy nature of the College,
it can sometimes be difficult to reach
Boarding Coordinators or the Head of
Boarding by telephone (they may be in
class, coaching sport or in the boarding
house). For matters that are non-urgent
in nature, it is usually easier to email
the Coordinator or teacher with a basic
query and ask them to call you back when
convenient.
For more urgent matters or emergencies,
please do not hesitate to contact the
Coordinator, Head of Boarding, Health
Centre or Boarding Reception. Important
telephone numbers and email addresses
are listed at the front of this handbook.

Mobile Phone Policy
All mobile phone numbers must be
registered with the Coordinator. Students
are strongly encouraged to use their
phones responsibly. Mobile phones must
in no way distract from the academic
focus of students. They may not be used
during study time 6:30pm-8:00 pm and with
the exception of Year 12 boarders, must
be handed to the Coordinator at lights
out. Parents are asked to monitor their
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sons’ phone bills carefully and regularly.
Excessive use should be passed onto the
Coordinator and restrictions applied. The
Coordinator has the right to confiscate a
boy’s mobile if he feels he is misusing it or
if it goes off at inappropriate times.
Continued misuse may result in a boy not
being allowed a phone at all, as per the IT/
Mobile phone policy. In such a case the
boys may keep in contact with his family
via the residence phone. (See phone
numbers at the front of this handbook).
If it is hard to contact your son or if he
is not calling home often enough, email
the Coordinator and he can either pass
on a message or remind the boy of the
importance of keeping in touch with
family.

Communication to Parents
Parents and Guardians are encouraged
to stay in close contact with your son’s
Boarding Coordinator.
Every week the Boarding Bugle
Newsletter is sent to families with updates
from the college. We also encourage
families to stay in touch by accessing:
•

Facebook: www.facebook.com/
groups/MaristAshgroveBoarding

•

MCA App / Boarding / Galleries &
Notices: for updates and boarding
photos

•

Emails from your boys residence
coordinator which will be sent out
every few weeks.

Key Events

with key events and academic notes

The College calendar lists all of the major
activities and events for the coming year.
Upcoming events are also advertised in
the College newsletter and website, along
with the College App and Facebook page.
Events worth noting include:

and their son’s school work and subject
information. Also, they may view the
College newsletter, via the website. More
information regarding the Parent Portal
is available on the College website under
“Our College / My Marash”.

•

Camps week

Important:

•

Boarding country visits

•

AIC Swimming Championship

•

AIC Athletics Championship

•

Parent/Teacher Interviews

•

School Carnivals – athletics,
swimming, cross-country

•

School drama and musical
productions

•

Year 12 Graduation

•

Parent Dinners

•

Champagnat Day

•

Music Concerts

GENERAL INFORMATION
Computers
All boys in Years 7 and 10 will be issued
with a school owned device. Other year
levels (Year 8, 9, 11 and 12) as this roll out
occurs will continue to operate under the
Bring-Your-Own-Device (BYOD) program.
Students can access the Resource Centre
(the College’s Intranet) via the wireless
network. All students must accept and
abide by the standard Computer Use
Guidelines of the College.
A parent portal via the College website
gives parents access to a range of useful
information. Parents can keep up-to-date

•

No phones or electronic
devices allowed in bathrooms
or changerooms.

Computers, Games & DVD’s
As a general rule movies or games
classified as M or above are not to be
viewed or played.
PLAYING COMPUTER GAMES and
ACCESSING SOCIAL NETWORKING
SITES will be discussed during the first
week of Term. At all times students must
be responsible when using their own
technological equipment or else it will be
confiscated and or sent home. There will
be designated times for free computer
use. It is important boys are aware and
understanding the ICT Policy and Mobile
Phone Acceptable Use Policy.
Important:
•

No phones or electronic
devices allowed in bathrooms
or changerooms.

Electrical Equipment
Any electrical items brought on site
must be registered with the Boarding
Coordinator. All items must be tagged as
per regulations. Boarders are not permitted
to have heaters or fridges in their rooms.
Any power boards must be tagged and
tested. Small fans are allowed, but larger
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stand-up varieties are not recommended
as they take up too much space. Electrical
items will be removed if they have not
been approved by the Coordinator, are
considered a fire risk or are being used
incorrectly without consideration of other
people around them.
Important:
•

No phones or electronic
devices allowed in bathrooms
or changerooms.

Mass / Prayer
Mass provides the constant time in a
busy week where all the boarding year
levels come together as one. It is a time
of reflection, thanks and celebration. It is
compulsory for all boarders to attend in
uniform and on time. Mass is usually at
6:30 pm on Sunday night following dinner.
Prayers are also said at meal times.
Singing is a proud tradition for the
boarders. Hymn practice is held one
evening a week in the chapel from
6.15 pm -6 .30 pm. This is compulsory.

Morning Sport Training
Early morning training is scheduled for
some teams. This may mean rising well
before official wake-up time. If so, your
son will need to inform the supervisor
the evening before lights out. They
will arrange an early wake up with the
Overnight Supervisor.
You are expected to be silent and not
disturb any other boy when you wake
up early. Boys who have early morning
training will need to put their uniforms/
school bag out in the corridor if training
finishes after 8:00 am, as residences will
be locked for the day.

NUMBERS SCHOOL UNIFORM REQUIRED BY BOARDERS
1
3 pairs

PURCHASES

UNPACKED
AT SCHOOL

Blazer (Yr 11 & 12 only)
Uniform Trousers (Long & Short)

1

Regulation slim line Black Belt (no big buckles or RM Williams
belts are permitted)

2

School Necktie

5

Short Sleeve Uniform Shirts (Summer Uniform is worn in Terms 1 & 4)

5

Long Sleeve Uniform Shirts (Winter Uniform is worn in Terms 2 & 3)

6 pairs

Long grey College socks

3 pairs

Black dress socks

1

College Jumper

1

College Hat

1

College School Bag

1

College School Laptop Bag

3

Sports Shorts & Shirt

4 - 6 pairs

College Sports Socks

1

Swimmers and rash shirt

2

Towels for swimming and sport (not white)

1 pair

Sport Shoes (non-marking soles)

1 pair

Black Lace-Up Shoes (spare laces and polishing kit)

12 dozen

PACKED
AT HOME

Personal sew-on name tags with laundry identification number (available
from the College Uniform Shop. College laundry staff are available to assist
sewing these labels on to boarders uniforms if required. Make arrangements
directly with the Laundry or Boarding Recep tion.)
NON-UNIFORM ITEMS

1

Mouthguard

1

Umbrella (optional)

8 pair

Underwear

2 pair

Summer pyjamas

2 pair

Winter pyjamas

1 pair

Slippers or ‘Ugg’ boots

1
1 pair
1

Dressing gown (optional)
Rubber thongs (for showering)
Doona and doona cover

1 pair

Long plain casual trousers - not denim jeans

1 pair

Jeans

1

Plain, check or stripe smart casual button up shirt

1

Casual jumpers - for good wear

4 pair
4

Casual shorts
T-Shirts

2 pairs

Socks (casual)

1 pair

Casual shoes for good wear

6

Coathangers - solid wood or plastic - not wire

1

Casual Non-School tracksuit or warm jumper

Wet Pack / Toiletries - Toothbrush, toothpaste, hairbrush, combs, deodorant, nail clippers, hair shampoo and conditioner,
roll- on insect repellent, sun block (please ensure these items are labelled and replaced each term.)
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Personal Neatness and
Cleanliness
Sheets must be changed, and clothes
must be washed regularly. The fact that
the laundry takes so much care with
everyone’s clothing compels individuals to
do the same.
Personal cleanliness and hygiene are a
paramount part of community living.
Hair needs to be washed regularly and
be kept strictly within the boundaries of
the College’s expectations. Extremes of
hair fashion, colour or length will not be
allowed. All members of the residence
must shower daily.
Uniform must be maintained well and
worn with pride out of respect for oneself
and for those who have gone before.
Common rooms and facilities are the
responsibility of every user to protect
and keep clean, neat and tidy. There
will be people rostered to clean up,
however; individuals must clean up after
themselves. It is also important that the
behaviour in these rooms is appropriate at
all times, particularly language used.

Haircuts
Students can organise to go to the
hairdresser at the local shopping centre
at Ashgrove. The College requires that
hair be styled within the following limits:
•

It must be reasonably short but no
shorter than an electric comb setting
of No. 3.

•

It must be brushed neatly, shaped to
the head and clear of the collar and
ears.

•

Boys are to be clean shaven and
sideburns no lower than the earhole.

•

No boy is permitted to cut their own
hair or another boy’s hair.

•

Extremes of style, perms, use of
colour, dye, gels and the like are
not acceptable and may result in
the student being suspended from
the college until his appearance is
acceptable.

•

All boys should return to the College
with an appropriate haircut.

Pocket Money
It is part of a boy’s education that he
should learn to be responsible in the
handling of money – to be selective in his
spending, purposeful in his savings and

generous in his giving to charity.
Such training can only be effective with
the full co-operation of parents, relatives
and friends.
Bartering, hiring, leasing or renting
between boys is not permitted. Most
senior boys tend to have their own ATM
card and the amount of money allocated,
and frequency is up to each family.
However, boys do not need large amounts
of pocket money and, as they get older, it
is a good idea to get them to take greater
responsibility for managing their own
finances.
Typically, boys spend a few dollars each
week at the local Ashgrove West shops or
on a pizza as a special treat on Saturday
night. Boarding Reception has an eftpos
machine, ($1 transaction fee applies with
a minimum withdrawal of $10) where boys
can withdraw up to $50.
The college operates a cashless system
call Monitor. This account is set up by
parents/guardians on the students ID
card. All college expenses and activities
can be paid for with monitor, including
tuckshop, weekend recreation activities
and some resource purchases. Further
information regarding the set up of
Monitor will be emailed to you when you
son begins at the college. However if
you have any questions, please contact
Boarding Reception.

Privacy
Students have a right to privacy in this
communal setting, especially in toilets and
showers.
It is expected that students maintain
their own level of decency and privacy.
Boarding staff may inspect boarders
personal areas, including cupboards,
bags and personal belongings at any time.
In cases when students are not present, a
witness will be.
Photos and video footage may only be
taken with prior approval of the people
involved. (Misuse of camera phones is a
serious issue).

Saturday Sport
Along with a good education, sport is an
important aspect of life at Marist College
Ashgrove. There is a wide range of sports
on offer, and every student is encouraged
to participate. Playing sport and
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supporting other teams is an important
part of the College culture and a great
way to make new friends. Cheering on our
Athletics team and our 1st teams is a key
time to build school spirit.
For families, Saturday sport is an
important part of life at Ashgrove and an
excellent way for families to meet their
son’s new friends and their families. There
are canteens located at the McMahon
Oval, Champagnat Centre and the Flats
where parents can purchase breakfast,
lunch or a cup of tea or coffee.
All boarders in residence are required
to watch the 1st teams on Saturday
afternoon for Home games. Boarders
who are staying in for the weekend must
attend the 1st match whether it is Home or
Away. For parents, they too can gather at
the McMahon Oval to catch up with other
boarder parents and watch the College
in action. Feel free to bring along other
brothers, sisters or grandparents.
Parents can look up their son’s sporting
fixtures and times via the College App,
under the ‘Sports’ tile.

Settling In – Organisation
of Personal Belongings
This is one area which often proves
difficult for new boarders and which is
sometimes overlooked. The boys need
to be able to keep their drawers and
wardrobes tidy and therefore, need
skills such as folding t-shirts and shorts,
underwear, putting socks together in
pairs, storing toiletries and so on. It
will be of great assistance to your son
if he receives some instruction in the
organisation of personal belongings
before he commences Boarding, including
the ability to make a bed neatly.
Some boarders experience difficulty
adapting to the living situation in a
residence, especially regarding the
number of other people continually
surrounding them. Personal hygiene is
essential for each student. Your son must
know the importance of showering daily,
changing underwear and socks regularly,
using clean linen and towels, the need for
soap, clean hair and deodorant.
It goes without saying that he will be
expected to be sensitive to the needs
of others in the boarding residence,
to accept the difference in personal
interests and to be respectful of others
personal property.

Social and Extracurricular
Activities

are alarmed and have cameras on major
exits and thoroughfares.

The College offers a fully comprehensive
recreational program giving our boarders
fantastic leisure opportunities.

No student or visitor may enter the
Boarding residences without the
permission of the Supervisor on duty.

Students are offered a wide variety
of sporting, recreational, cultural and
social experiences for all year groups.
At the beginning of each term our
Events Coordinator produces a plan of
recreational activities offered over the
term. Every week boarders are invited to
sign-up and participate in a selection of
free and paid activities. Events may include
laser tag, ice-skating, trips to the beach,
scuba diving, theme parks, cinemas,
socials, shopping, indoor sports and events
with local girls’ schools.

Personal computers or expensive devices
can only be covered by parent insurances.
Only items owned by the College are
covered by College insurance, personal
items are not.

More information regarding the
recreational activities and a list of the
current terms activities is available on the
College App and in the Boarding Bugle.

Valuables and Security
We ask each boy to be very conscious
of the security of his personal belongings.
Boys are reminded to lock away
valuables.
All external doors to each residence
are locked at the end of the evening
by the Supervisor on Duty, and they
are the nominated staff member on
passive duty overnight. Passive duty
staff (or Coordinators) conduct random
inspections on some nights. All buildings

Students must vacate and remove all of
their belongings from their rooms at the
end of each term, except for those items
that can be locked in their cupboards.
At the end of the year, all areas and all
cupboards must be completely emptied
and property taken home. There is a small
room provided for those students not
being collected by parents, to leave some
belongings over the holiday breaks. While
every care will be taken with this storage,
the College will not be responsible for
students’ property left over the breaks.
Any damage to the Boarding House will
be charged to the boy concerned. Each
boarder is responsible for their own area
and must ensure that it is clean and free
from graffiti. Any damage needs to be
reported to the Coordinator immediately.
Any student deemed to have tampered
with an alarm or camera and placed
themselves or other members of the
residence in danger would expect to be
sent home.
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Flooded areas and ovals are out of bounds
at different times of the year. Boarders
are not permitted to be in restricted areas
during the day or at night time.

Local Restaurants and
Accommodation
•

Famished on Frasers is a rustic cafe
with quirky wall murals and retro
wooden chairs, dishing up areasourced, light meals.
Open 7am - 2.00pm Mon to Sat –
62 Frasers Road, Ashgrove.

•

Osaka Japanese Dining Bar serves
up traditional Japanese cuisine that
is sure not to disappoint, with large
serving sizes and gluten-free options,
it’s a must do for Japanese fans –
486 Waterworks Road, Ashgrove.

•

The Gap Tavern is a good tavern for
a pleasant meal or light refreshment
– 21 Glenquarie Place, The Gap.

•

Zegatos Steak & Pasta Cafe offers
modern Australian cuisine. Located
at Ashgrove golf club –
863 Waterworks Road, The Gap

There is a range of local hotels and
serviced apartments to suit different
needs in close proximity to the College:
•

Everton Park Hotel, Everton Park

•

Rydges, Fortitude Valley

•

Park Regis, North Quay

•

Quest Apartments, Kelvin Grove

•

Milton Apartments

SCHOOL RULES AND
CONDUCT
The College’s rules and conduct are
reviewed regularly, and all students and
parents should review these policies on
a regular basis. A guide to the rules and
conduct can be found in the front of the
College Diary and should be read in full.
Discrimination, harassment, sexual
harassment and bullying have no place at
Marist College Ashgrove. Such behaviour
is contrary to the teachings of Jesus
Christ, the ethos of Catholic Schools
and the traditions of Marist education
enunciated by St Marcellin Champagnat,
as well as being offensive under the law.
The possession or use of alcohol, illegal
drugs, pornography, firearms and missiles
is forbidden.

Policy on Bullying
Marist College Ashgrove has a reputation
as a safe and friendly college and does
not tolerate bullying. Our primary aim is
to provide a Catholic education in the
Marist tradition, and central to this faith is
a consideration and for both the individual
and the community.
The College strongly believes that every
student has the right to a safe, supporting
and caring environment free from
intimidation of any kind, the right not to be
hurt, scared, made fun of or harassed in
any particular way. The College will not
tolerate any student behaviour that denies
these rights.
The College’s policy on bullying can be
found in the College Diary and should be
read in full. This includes strategies for

dealing with bullying. The College does
not condone bullying and reserves the
right to use a variety of methods to deal
with a reported case of bullying.
If a boy feels he is being bullied, he
should speak with his Pastoral Leader,
Coordinator or duty staff, one of the
senior boarders, a teacher, the College
Counsellor or the Head of Boarding.
Our comprehensive Discrimination,
Harassment, Sexual Harassment and
Bullying Policy is available on the Parent /
Student Portals.

Bikes, Scooters and Skateboards
While they are fun, boarders are not
permitted to have bikes for general use,
scooters or skateboards at the College,
as the internal roads carry considerable
traffic. However, those boarders involved
in the Mountain Bike Club may bring a
bike for club use only.

Motor Vehicles

Aerosols, matches and smoking can
trigger the alarms. Please note: A call
out cost is currently in the vicinity of
$1,200. This will be charged to the person
activating the alarm.

EDUCATION ALLOWANCES
Are you aware of all the education
allowances to which you may be entitled?
Queensland State Government
Allowances include:
•

Education Queensland - Living Away
from Home Allowances

•

Remote Area Tuition Allowance

•

Remote Area Travel Allowance

•

Remote Area Allowance

•

Remote Area Disability Supplement www.education.qld.gov.au and www.
education.qld.gov.au/finance/grants/
fund/garp

•

School Transport Assistance Scheme
– Queensland Transport - www.
transport.qld.gov.au/qt/ptinfo.nsf/
index/schoolassistance

Boarders are not permitted to have
motor vehicles parked within the College
grounds or in the nearby neighbourhood.

Fire Evacuation and
Emergency Procedures
At the beginning of each term, Fire Drill
procedures with ALL residences is
supervised with Advance Fire. Records
are kept in the Maintenance Area. Boys
are expected to take these drills seriously,
and a report is completed on conclusion
of the drill.
Boys are asked to move quickly and
quietly when an alarm goes off to the
designated area for each residence.
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Commonwealth Government Allowances
include:
•

Assistance for Isolated Children

•

Austudy (Secondary & Tertiary)

•

Abstudy (Aboriginal Study
Assistance Scheme)
www.centrelink.gov.au

For further information regarding all of the
above allowances and other information,
please visit the excellent ICPA website at:
www.icpa.com.au

Dinner

5:15pm
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10:15pm

10:00pm

Late Study as negotiated

9:45pm

Lights Out

Study #2 / Quiet Time
(Semester 2 – Study #2)

Lights Out

Lights Out

Quiet Time
Phones / Teeth / Prayer

Showers / Teeth / Prayer

Break: Laundry/ Supper
Phones available to call
home

Study #1 (Classroom)

9:30pm

9:15pm

9:00pm

8:45pm

8:30pm

Quiet Time
Phones / Teeth / Prayer

Break: Laundry/ Supper
Phones available to call
home

8:00pm

Break: Laundry/ Supper
Phones available to call
home

Study #1 (Classroom)

Study #1 (Classroom)

6:30pm

8:25pm

Transition to Study #1

6:15pm

McMahon Oval

Yr10 Lights Out

Yr10 Quiet Time

Yr10 Phones / Teeth /
Prayer

Yr 10 - Break #2

Year 10 Study #2

Yr11 Lights Out. Late Study
as negotiated

Yr11 Study#3
Quiet Time / Phones

Yr11 Break #2

Year 11 Study #2

Lights Out. Late Study as
negotiated

Study #3 / Quiet Time
(9.55pm-10.15pm)

Break #2 until (9.55pm)

Study #2

Break #1:
Laundry / Supper

Break #1:
Laundry / Supper
Transition to Study #2

Study #1

Derek Cameron Oval

Dinner

Check Off

BR TERENCE

Study #1

Transition to Study #1
Phones off & on end of bed

Hayden Oval

McMahon Oval

5:45pm

Check Off

FOURVIERE

Dinner

Dinner

Check Off / Phones In

HERMITAGE

5:30pm

McMahon Oval

Check Off / Phones In /
Showers

Check Off / Phones In /
Showers

5:00pm
Dinner

MONTAGNE

LA VALLA

BOARDING NIGHTLY ROUTINE - MONDAY TO THURSDAY
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Social Media permitted

FOURVIERE

Permitted

No phone use during school hours or in the dining room
area

Year 12 students can keep
their phones with them

Phones to be handed in before Friday afternoon recreation at the gym or pool and
other recreation activities as specific by the Coordinators

All boarders will hand in their phones before Sunday night dinner

SUNDAY NIGHT DINNER

Phones handed in before Quiet Time – available again after school the next day
Laptops are permitted, but no gaming
Study and reading are encouraged
* Students are encouraged to regularly borrow books from the library for quiet time

Phones are kept by Year
12 boarders – unless
excessive use is identified

Phones turned off and on end of bed for the duration of
study time
* If phones are used, 48 hour confiscation will follow

No laptops to be used after lights out. Times vary per residence as shown in the Nightly Routine

FRIDAY AFTERNOON RECREATION

BR TERENCE

Phones can be taken to dinner, but not used
Phones handed in before
study

Permitted

Phones handed in before dinner and returned to boys
after study

Not permitted

Collect after 7:45am on
way to school (after
breakfast, area tidied,
teeth)

NO TECHNOLOGY BEFORE SCHOOL
Unless working on assessment. Area tidy and dressed in full school uniform.

Social Media permitted if
over 13 years

No Social Media under
13 years without parental
permission (Eg: Snapchat,
Facebook, Instagram)

HERMITAGE

LAPTOPS OFF AND LIGHTS OUT

PHONES HANDED IN BY QUIET TIME
(Times Vary Per Residence As Shown In The
Nightly Routine)

PHONES AFTER STUDY
(Times vary per residence as shown in the
nightly routine)

STUDY

DINNER

PHONE AFTER SCHOOL
(3.15PM – 5.10PM)

PHONES DURING SCHOOL HOURS

TECHNOLOGY BEFORE SCHOOL

SOCIAL MEDIA

MONTAGNE

LA VALLA

BOARDING IT USE FRAMEWORK
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